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 IB MISSION STATEMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world 
through intercultural understanding and respect. 
 
 
To this end the organization works with schools, governments international 
organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education 
and rigorous assessment. 
 
 
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, 
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with 
their differences, can also be right.
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AIS MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 
 
 
We believe that education is a continuous life long process that has to be development 
and keep pace with the changing times. We are firmly committed to the objective of 
developing “self learning” which in turn brings about the process of “life long learning”.
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Diploma Programme at a glance  
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme is a challenging two- year 
curriculum, primarily aimed at students aged 16 to 19. It leads to a qualification that is 
widely recognized by the world’s leading universities. 

 
Students learn more than a collection of facts. The Diploma Programme prepares students 
for university and encourages them to: 

 
•    ask challenging questions 
•    learn how to learn 
•    develop a strong sense of their own identity and culture 
•    develop the ability to communicate effectively and understand people from  
      other countries and cultures. 
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The IBDP is portrayed in the shape of a circle to align with the other programme and the IB’s 
continuum of education. Approaches to teaching and learning are included  in the inner circle 
of the model demonstrating the DP’s commitment to particular pedagogical approaches to 
teaching and to developing particular skills for learning. 
 

• The term experimental sciences has changed to the term sciences to more closely 
align with the other programmes 

• The watermark of the world indicates that much learning for the DP takes place in the 
global context. 

• Diploma students are required to do a minimum of six subjects, one subject from each 
of the from one to five subject groups represented on a circle, sixth subject may be 
selected from group 6 or from groups three or four. 

 
Students study six subjects selected from the subject groups. Normally three subjects 
are studied at higher level (courses representing 240 teaching hours), and the 
remaining three subjects are studied at standard level (courses representing 150 
teaching hours). 
 
All three parts of the core—extended essay, theory of knowledge and creativity, action, 
service—are compulsory and are central to the philosophy of the Diploma Programme.

    Curriculum Model 
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Requirements for Diploma Candidates 

 
 
Diploma Candidate students should choose the IB courses and level based on their 
academic strengths and weaknesses, interests, and future education plans. It is strongly 
recommended that students consult with parents, teachers, administrators, counselors, 
and the IB coordinator as decisions are made about course selections. Feel free to set 
up individual conferences with the IB Coordinator. 
Students should keep in mind that it is their responsibility to research the 
universities of interest to them to determine which courses and scores are 
accepted. 
You may visit the IBO website to see a list 
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/recognitionpolicy/ 

 
 
An IB Diploma Candidate must choose one course from each of the following six 
IB curriculum subject areas: 

•  Group 1: Studies in language and literature 
•  Group 2: Language acquisition 
•  Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
•  Group 4: Sciences 
•  Group 5: Mathematics 
•  Group 6: The arts or one other subject from groups 1 – 4 

 
 
Additionally, all IB Diploma Candidates must: 

• Theory of knowledge, in which students reflect on the nature of knowledge and on 
how we know what we claim to know. 

• The extended essay, which is an independent, self-directed piece of research, 
finishing with a 4,000-word paper. 

• Creativity, activity, service, in which students complete a project related to those  
three concepts. 

•  Each IB Diploma Candidate must choose three HL and three SL courses for the  
    two year period. 
• HL courses must have at least 240 contact hours and SL courses must have 

at least 150 contact hours

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/recognitionpolicy/�
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-and-literature/�
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/�
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/theory-of-knowledge/�
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/extended-essay/�
http://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/creativity-activity-and-service/cas-projects/�
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Subjects offered at AIS 

 
 
 

Group 1   Language A1 
 

English A1   Literature    SL /  HL 
 

Group 2   Second language (select any one)  

Hindi B        SL  /  HL 

French         ab initio/SL 

Group 3   Individual & Societies  

Business and Management SL /  HL 

 Economics SL/HL 

Environmental Studies and Societies SL 

Group 4   Experimental Sciences 
 

Biology     SL / HL  

Chemistry   SL / HL  

Physics        SL / HL 

Environmental Studies and Societies SL 

Group 5 Mathematics & Computer Science 
 

Math   SL / HL  

Group 6 Arts 

Visual Arts SL/HL 
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Group 1 – Studies in Language and Literature 

 
English A1 Literature 

 
 
 Recommended Background Knowledge 
 Successful completion of Grade 10 English and teacher recommendation  

 
Course Description 
IB English A1 is a comparative literature course. Texts are selected primarily from a 
Prescribed Booklist published by the IB. It is a demanding course meant to develop an 
awareness of literary style, expression, and appreciation. The development of analytical 
critical skills, coupled with creative and imaginative interpretations of the literature, are 
essential for success. The course focuses on the techniques of writing clear, balanced 
prose and of presenting oral exposés. Students should enjoy reading literature and have 
a capacity for hard work.  

 
Course Outline  
 Standard Level Higher level 

Part 1 
Works in 
transition 

Literary study of two works in 
translation 

Literary study of three works in 
translation 

Part 2 
Detailed 
study 

Close study and analysis of two 
works, each of a different genre 

Close study and analysis of three 
works, each of a different genre and 
one of which is poetry 

Part 3 
Literary 
genres 

Literary study of three works of 
the same literary genre 

Literary study of four works of the 
same literary genre 

Part 4 
Options 

Three works are chosen by the 
school; the approach to the study of 
works is chose from four options 

Three works are chosen by the 
school; the approach to the study of 
works is chosen from four options 

 
What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject Guide)  
The main aim of this subject is encourage a personal appreciation of literature and 
develop an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism. It is a course 
that is based on exploring literary texts in English. The course is designed to develop 
the students’ powers of expression and to introduce students to a range of literary 
works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts with 
some from other cultures and languages other than English. It is hoped that students 
who undertake this course would continue to develop a life-long interest in English 
literature.
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Why may students consider this subject? 
Students who enjoy reading the English language may consider this. There are a 
significant number of texts to read over the two years, both at HL, and SL, therefore 
students will need to be comfortable spending some of their leisure time doing so. 
Students who are considering studying English Literature at university or undertaking a 
university course where reading and writing is very important may also want to choose this 
option. 

 
 
What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this 
subject? 
The main difference between HL and SL is that the number of texts studied is different 
(HL-13 / SL – 10) HL students are also expected to be able to provide more detail in their 
analysis of the text and to be persuasive. Higher Level course would be particularly 
interesting for students who would like to further pursue this world of ideas opened up 
through reading and viewing texts.  

 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 

   Having completed the course students will be expected to have: 
• an ability to engage in independent literary criticism 
• a command of the language appropriate for the study of literature 
• a thorough knowledge both of the individual works studied and of the 

relationships between groups of works studied 
• an ability to engage in independent textual commentary on both familiar and 

unfamiliar pieces of writing , a wide-ranging appreciation of structure, technique 
and style as employed by authors, and of their effects on the reader  
 

There are three assessment objectives at SL and at HL for the language A: literature 
course.  

1. Knowledge and understanding – Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
individual literary works as representatives of their genre and period, and the 
relationships between them – Demonstrate an understanding of the ways in 
which cultural values are expressed in literature – Demonstrate awareness of 
the significance of the context in which a work is written and received – 
Substantiate and justify ideas with relevant examples  

2. Analysis, synthesis and evaluation – Demonstrate an ability to analyse 
language, structure, technique and style, and evaluate their effects on the 
reader – Demonstrate an ability to engage in independent literary criticism on 
both familiar and unfamiliar literary texts – Show an ability to examine and 
discuss in depth the effects of literary techniques and the connections between 
style and meaning (HL only)  

3.   Selection and use of appropriate presentation and language skills – 
Demonstrate an ability to express ideas clearly and fluently in both written and 
oral communication, with an effective choice of register and style – Demonstrate 
a command of terminology and concepts appropriate to the study of literature – 
Demonstrate an ability to express well-organized oral and written arguments – 
Demonstrate an ability to write a sustained and detailed literary commentary 
(HL only) 
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Assessment Information: Assessment that goes towards the IB Diploma consists of the 
Internal Assessment, an oral presentation and oral commentary conducted in school, and 
the External Assessment, which for both HL and SL include an extended written 
response written during the two year program and two examinations, one based on 
literary analysis and the other consisting of a literature essay. The difference between HL 
and SL is one of depth and length of these assessments.  

 External Assessment    70% 
Paper 1 (20%) 
Literary commentary (2 hours HL/1 hour 30mins SL) 
The paper consists of two passages: one prose and one poetry. Students choose one and 
write a literary commentary. (20 marks) ‐ 
Paper 2: (50%) 
Essay (2 hours HL/1 hour 30mins SL) 
The paper consists of three questions for each literary genre. In response to one question 
students write an essay based on at least two works studied in part 3. (25 marks) 
Written assignment 
Students submit a reflective statement and literary essay on one work studied in part 1. (25 
marks) The reflective statement must be 300–400 words in length. The essay must be 
1,200–1,500 words in length. 

 

 
Internal assessment   30% 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated 
by the IB at the end of the course. 
Individual oral commentary and discussion (20 minutes- HL/10 mins S.L)   
(15%) 
Formal oral commentary on poetry studied in part 2 with subsequent questions 
(10 minutes) followed by a discussion based on one of the other part 2 works (10 
minutes). (30 marks)  
Individual oral presentation (10–15 minutes) (15%) 
The presentation is based on works studied in part 4. It is internally assessed and 
externally moderated through the part 2 internal assessment task. (30 marks) 15% 
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   Group 2   Language Acquisition 
 
 

Hindi B   HL/SL 
French B SL /ab initio 

          
 
Recommended Background Knowledge 
Hindi: Successful completion of 2-4 years fo r  SL or 4-5 years for  HL of HINDI 
language by Grade 10. (Number of years not mentioned)  
French: Successful completion of 2-4 years fo r  French language B SL by Grade 10. 

 
Course Description: 
Language ab initio and language B are language acquisition courses designed to provide 
students with the necessary skills and intercultural understanding to enable them to 
communicate successfully in an environment where the language studied is spoken. This 
process encourages the learner to go beyond the confines of the classroom, expanding an 
awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural diversity. 
 
Language B is a foreign language learning course designed for students with some 
previous experience of the language. It may be studied at either higher level or standard 
level. The main focus is on language acquisition and development in the 4 language skills: 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 
Although the nature of the language B course is the same for both levels, they differ in the 
number of types of texts that students are expected to write and, more generally, in the 
depth and breadth of the language used. These differences are reflected in the objectives 
and the assessment criteria.  
Course Outline: 
The language B syllabus approaches the learning of language through meaning. 
Through the study of the core and the options at SL and HL, plus two literary works at 
HL, students build the necessary skills to reach the assessment objectives of the 
language B course through the expansion of their receptive, productive and interactive 
skills. SL and HL are differentiated by the recommended number of teaching hours, the 
depth of syllabus coverage, the study of literature at HL, and the level of difficulty and 
demands of assessment and assessment criteria. 
The CORE (common topics to both levels) is divided in 3 areas of study:  

1. Social relationships 3. Leisure 
2. Communication & Media 4. Cultural Diversity 
3. Global Issues 5. Science & Technology 

Standard Level 
There   are   5   OPTIONS,   but   the teacher will select TWO: 
1. Health 
2. Customs & Traditions 
Higher Level ONLY: 
 
TWO of the same options (see above)             TWO works of Literature are read and 
analysed. 
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What are the main aims of this subject? (Adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
The aim of the Hindi Language B course is to give the students the opportunity to reach a 
higher degree of competence in the language. The course is designed to encourage 
students to acquire a language system and learn to apply it through listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. It should allow students to exchange ideas and communicate 
effectively in a number of situations and within the culture(s) where the language is spoken. 

 
Why may students consider this subject? 
Hindi B is a second language course for students who want to increase their proficiency 
in an additional language. Students would have limited experience of working with the 
language in an academic context or would have only have been exposed to the language 
on a regular basis relatively recently.  

 
What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this 
subject? 
SL and HL are differentiated by the recommended number of teaching hours, the depth of 
syllabus coverage, the study of literature at HL, and the level of difficulty and demands of 
assessment and assessment criteria. 
 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
1. Develop students’ intercultural understanding. 
2. Enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of 

contexts and for a variety of purposes. 
3. Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness 

and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures. 
4. Develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of 

knowledge develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages 
and cultures with which they are familiar. 

5. Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an 
additional language provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual 
stimulation through knowledge of an additional language.   

Assessment Information:  
 
External Assessment 
External Assessment, which for both HL and SL include two examinations, the second 
of which requires a written response of approximately 250 to 400 words (500 to 800 
characters) in length. The difference between HL and SL is one of depth and length of 
these assessments and also usually requiring the student to link to the literary texts 
studied for the former. 

 
External Assessment (SL) Written Component 70% 

 
•       Paper 1 (1h and 30 min): Text-handling exercises on 4 texts25 % 
•       Paper 2 (1h and 30 min): One writing from a choice of 5 (250-400 words) 25% 
•    Written assignment: Inter-textual reading of 3 sources followed by a written exercise  
        of 300 - 400 words and a 100 word rationale, based on the CORE 20% 
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External Assessment (HL) Written Component 70% 
 
•  Paper 1 (1h and 30 min) : Text-handling exercises on 5 texts25 % 
•  Paper 2 (1h and 30 min): One writing from a choice of 5 (400-600 words) 25% 
• Section A: One task of 250-400 words, based on the Options, to be selected from  
• a   choice of five 
• Section B: 150-200 words; Personal Response to a stimulus (statement or article) 
• Written assignment: Creative Writing 500- 600 words and a 100 
• word rationale, based on the literary texts studied 20% 

 
Internal Assessment 
Internal Assessment (HL & SL) Oral Component 30 % 
Two oral activities to be internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by 
the IBO. These will be conducted in school. 
1)  Individual Oral:  20% 
15 minute preparation+ 10 minute presentation & follow-up discussion with the 
teacher: 
2)  Interactive Oral Activities: 10% Based on the Core. 3 classroom activities are 
assessed by the teacher. The marks are submitted by the teacher and are externally 
moderated
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French ab initio 
 
Recommended Background Knowledge 
No prior knowledge of French is required.  

 
  Course Description and aims: 
 
The IB DP language ab initio course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills 
and intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an 
environment where the language studied is spoken. This process encourages the learner to 
go beyond the confines of the classroom, expanding an awareness of the world and fostering 
respect for cultural diversity. The language ab initio course develops students’ linguistic 
abilities through the development of receptive, productive and interactive skills by providing 
them opportunities to respond and interact appropriately in a defined range of everyday 
situations. Language ab initio is available at standard level only. 

 
 
The aims of the language ab initio courses are to:  

• develop students’ intercultural understanding  
• enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of 

contexts and for a variety of purposes  
• encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and 

appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures  
• develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of 

knowledge  
• develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures 

with which they are familiar  
• provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an 

additional language  
• provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through 

knowledge of an additional language. 
 
Curriculum model overview 
Three areas of study – language, themes and texts – provide the basis of the language ab 
initio course. These three fundamental areas, as well as intercultural understanding, are all 
interrelated and should be studied concurrently. 
 
Themes  

• Individuals and society – Daily routines; education; food and drink; personal details; 
appearance and character physical health; relationships; shopping  

• Leisure and work – Employment; entertainment; holidays; media; sport; technology; 
transport 

• Urban and rural environment – Environmental concerns; global issues; 
neighbourhood; physical geography; town and services; weather 
 
 

Texts  
During the course, students are taught to understand and produce a variety of spoken, written 
and visual texts. Use of authentic texts is encouraged. Examples of texts to be studied include 
articles, letters, maps, timetables and web pages. 
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Assessment Information: 
 
External Assessment: 
 

• Paper 1: 40 marks (30%) Understanding of four written texts. 
• Paper 2: 25 marks (25%) Two compulsory writing exercises.  

(A: choice of two | B: choice of three) 
• Written Assignment: 20 marks (20%) A piece of writing, 200–350 words, (Description, 

comparison and reflection) 

Internal Assessment: 
• Individual oral: 25 marks (25%) 

Part 1: Presentation of a visual stimulus  
• Part 2: Follow-up questions on the visual stimulus. 
• Part 3: General conversation including at least two questions on the written assignment. 
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Group 3:  Individuals and Societies  

                                                    Economics HL/SL 

 Recommended Background Knowledge: 
The economics course requires no specific prior learning. No particular background in 
terms of specific   subjects studied for national or international qualifications is expected 
or required. The specific skills of the economics course are developed within the context 
of the course itself. The ability to understand and explain abstract concepts and the ability 
to write in a logically structured manner are distinct advantages in economics.  

 
Course Description 
The study of economics is essentially about dealing with scarcity, resource allocation and the 
methods and processes by which choices are made in the satisfaction of human wants. As a 
social science, economics uses scientific methodologies that include quantitative and 
qualitative elements. 
 
The IB Diploma Programme economics course emphasizes the economic theories of 
microeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting individuals, firms and 
markets, and the economic theories of macroeconomics, which deal with economic variables 
affecting countries, governments and societies. 
These economic theories are not to be studied in a vacuum—rather, they are to be applied 
to real-world issues. Prominent among these issues are fluctuations in economic activity, 
international trade, economic development and environmental sustainability. The ethical 
dimensions involved in the application of economic theories and policies permeate 
throughout the economics course as students are required to consider and reflect on human 
end-goals and values. 

 
Course Outline 

 
 
 Section 1: Microeconomics 
1.1 Competitive markets: demand and supply (some topics HL only) 
1.2 Elasticity 
1.3 Government intervention (some topics HL extension, plus one topic HL only) 
1.4 Market failure (some topics HL only) 
1.5 Theory of the firm and market structures (HL only) 
 
 
Section 2: Macroeconomics 
2.1 The level of overall economic activity (one topic HL extension) 
2.2 Aggregate demand and aggregate supply (one topic HL only) 
2.3 Macroeconomic objectives (some topics HL extension, plus one topic HL only) 
2.4 Fiscal policy 
2.5 Monetary policy 
2.6 Supply-side policies 
 
 
 



 

Ahmedabad International School /Curriculum handbook 2017 
 

Section 3: International economics 
3.1 International trade (one topic HL extension, plus one topic HL only) 
3.2 Exchange rates (some topics HL extension) 
3.3 The balance of payments (one topic HL extension, plus some topics HL only) 
3.4 Economic integration (one topic HL extension)  
3.5 Terms of trade (HL only) 
 
Section 4: Development economics 
4.1 Economic development 
4.2 Measuring development 
4.3 The role of domestic factors 
4.4 The role of international trade (one topic HL extension) 
4.5 The role of foreign direct investment (FDI) 
4.6 The roles of foreign aid and multilateral development assistance 
4.7 The role of international debt 
4.8 The balance between markets and intervention 

 
What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course students will be expected to: 
 
• develop an understanding of microeconomic and macroeconomic theories and 

concepts and their real-world application 
• develop an appreciation of the impact on individuals and societies of economic 

interactions between nations 
• develop an awareness of development issues facing nations as they undergo the 

process of change. 
 
Why may students take this subject? 
Students’ who are interested in how goods and services, supply and demand, and the 
relationships between and within nations, all interact, will find the course interesting. 
Students who are thinking of studying commerce, finance, business, politics, or law at 
university or beyond will find the Economics course helpful in understanding the factors 
which influence these fields of study. Having good mathematical aptitudes allows better 
access to the course; however, the course is not dependent on a student also taking 
Mathematics SL/HL. 
 

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this 
subject? 
SL and HL students of economics are presented with a common syllabus, with an HL 
extension in some topics. The syllabus for both SL and HL students requires the development 
of certain skills and techniques, attributes and knowledge—as described in the assessment 
objectives of the programme. While the skills and activity of studying economics are common 
to both SL and HL students, the HL student is required to acquire a further body of 
knowledge—including the ability to analyse, synthesize and evaluate that knowledge—and to 
develop quantitative skills in order to explain and analyse economic relationships. These 
quantitative skills are specifically assessed at HL in paper 3. 
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Assessment Information: 
Assessment that goes towards the IB Diploma consists of the Internal Assessment, a 
portfolio of three commentaries based on news media extracts, linking economic theory to 
real-world situations, and the External Assessments, which at the Higher Level include 
three examination papers; an extended response; short-answer questions; and data-
response questions. At the Standard Level, there are two papers; an extended response; 
and data-response questions.  
 

Assessment Information 
Standard Level-External assessment (3 hours) 80% 
Paper 1 (1 hour and 30 minutes) - 40% 
An extended response paper (50 marks) 
Section A 
Syllabus content: section 1—microeconomics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (25 marks) 
Section B 
Syllabus content: section 2—macroeconomics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (25 marks) 

 
  Paper 2 (1 hour and 30 minutes) - 40% 
  A data response paper (40 marks) 
Section A 
Syllabus content: section 3—international economics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (20 marks) 
Section B 
Syllabus content: section 4—development economics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (20 marks) 
  
Standard Level -Internal assessment (20 teaching hours)-20% 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 
IB at the end of the course. 

  Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, based on different sections of the  
  syllabus and on published extracts from the news media. 
  Maximum 750 words x 3 (45 marks) 
 

Higher level - External assessment (4 hours) 80% 
Paper 1 (1 hour and 30 minutes) -30% 
An extended response paper (50 marks) 
Section A 
Syllabus content: section 1—microeconomics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (25 marks) 
Section B 
Syllabus content: section 2—macroeconomics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (25 marks) 
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Paper 2 (1 hour and 30 minutes) – 30% 
A data response paper (40 marks) 
Section A 
Syllabus content: section 3—international economics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (20 marks) 
Section B 
Syllabus content: section 4—development economics 
Students answer one question from a choice of two. (20 marks) 
 
Paper 3 (1 hour) -20% 
HL extension paper (50 marks) 
 
Syllabus content, including HL extension material: sections 1 to 4—microeconomics, 
macroeconomics, international economics, development economics 
Students answer two questions from a choice of three. (25 marks per  question) (50%)  
 

Higher Level Internal Assessment (20%)  
Internal assessment (20 teaching hours) 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the 
IB at the end of the course. 
 
Students produce a portfolio of three commentaries, based on different sections of the 
syllabus and on published extracts from the news media. 
 
Maximum 750 words x 3 (45 marks) 
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            Group 3:  Individuals and Societies 
 

Business and Management HL / SL 
 
Recommended Background Knowledge 
No particular background in terms of specific subjects for national or international 
qualifications is expected or required, and no prior knowledge of business management is 
necessary for students to undertake a course of study based on this specification. However, 
a familiarity with business concepts would be an advantage 
 
 Course Description 

 
Students who choose to undertake Business and Management  will develop an 
understanding  of business theory and principles as well as practices and skills. The key 
emphasis is placed on strategic decision making and the day to day business functions of 
marketing, production, human resource management and finance. 

 
The course aims to help students understand the implications of business activity in the 
global market as well, as providing them with insights into an international perspective of 
business thus promoting their appreciation of cultural diversity through various units of 
study. In addition, the course will contribute to students’ development as critical and 
effective participants in local and world affairs. Through the course, students acquire a 
holistic and integrated understanding of business management by developing and linking 
content, concept (CUEIGS) and context (case study). 
 
Course Objectives: 

 
It is the intention of the Business and Management Course that students will; 

 
• encourage a holistic view of the world of business  
• empower students to think critically and strategically about individual and 

organizational behaviour  
• promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural 

perspectives  
• enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a 

local, regional and global context  
• promote awareness of the importance of environmental, social and ethical 

factors in the actions of individuals and organizations  
• develop an understanding of the importance of innovation in a business 

environment. 
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Course Outline: 
Both Standard and Higher Level students will undertake the following units of work with 
the underlying six concept of Change, Culture, Ethics, Globalization, Innovation  

  and Strategy.  
•  Topic 1: Business Organisation and Environment 
•  Topic 2: Human Resources 
•  Topic 3: Accounts and Finance 
•  Topic 4: Marketing 
•  Topic 5: Operations Management 
 

What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject Guide)  
 
The aims of the Business and Management programme at Higher Level and 
Standard Level are to: 

• promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural 
perspectives 

• encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
• enable the student to develop the capacity to think critically about individual and 

organisational behaviour. 
• enhance a student’s ability to make informed business decisions 
• enable a student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local, 

regional and global context. 
• promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of 

organizations and individuals in those organisations 
• appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses 

operating in international markets  
 
Why may students consider this subject? 
The subject enables the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of 
society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret complex data and source material 

• To promote the appreciation  of the way in which what has been learned is 
relevant to both the culture in which the student lives and the culture of other 
societies 

• develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and opinions are widely 
diverse and that a study of society requires an appreciation of such diversity enable   
the   student   to   recognise   that   the   content   and methodologies  of the 
subjects in Group 3 are contestable and that their study requires the toleration of 
uncertainty 
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What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this 
subject? 
    
The HL course in business and management differs from the SL course in 
 Business and Management in terms of the: 
 
• hours devoted to teaching (240 hours for HL compared to 150 hours for SL) 
•  extra  depth  and  breadth  required  (topic  6  for  HL  students  and  the  HL 

extension units) nature of the learning outcomes (more higher-order skills for HL) 
• nature of the internal assessment task 
• nature of the examination questions.  

 

Assessment Information:  

Standard Level External assessment (3 hours) - 75% 
 
Paper 1 (1 hour and 15 minutes) - 35% 
Based on a case study issued in advance, with additional unseen material included 
in section B. 
Section A 
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 
Students answer two out of three structured questions. (10 marks per question) 
Section B 
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 
Students answer one compulsory structured question. (20 marks) 
 
Paper 2 (1 hour and 45 minutes) -40% 
Section A 
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 
Students answer one of two structured questions based on stimulus material with 
a quantitative focus.  
Section B 
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 
Students answer one of three structured questions based on stimulus material. 
Section C 
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 
Students answer one of three extended response questions. This question is based 
primarily on two concepts that underpin the course.  
 
Standard Level Internal assessment (15 teaching hours) -25% 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by 
the IB at the end of the course. 
Written commentary 
Students produce a written commentary based on three to five supporting documents about a 
real issue or problem facing a particular organization. Maximum 1500 words. (25 marks) 
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Higher Level External Assessment   75% 
 

Paper 1 (2 hour and 15 minutes) 35% 
Based on a case study issued in advance, with additional unseen material 
 included in sections B and C.  
Assessment objectives 1, 2, 3, 4   
Section A  
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 including HL extension topics  
Students answer two of three structured questions.  
Section B  
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 including HL extension topics  
Students answer one compulsory structured question.  
Section C  
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 including HL extension topics  
Students answer one compulsory extended response question primarily based on HL 
extension topics.   
Paper 2 (2 hour and 15 minutes) 40% 
Assessment objectives 1, 2, 3, 4   
Section A  
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 including HL extension topics  
Students answer one of two structured question based on stimulus material with a quantitative 
focus.   
Section B  
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 including HL extension topics  
Students answer two of three structured questions based on stimulus material.   
Section C  
Syllabus content: Units 1–5 including HL extension topics  
Students answer one of three extended response questions. This question is based primarily 
on two concepts that underpin the course.  
 
Internal assessment (30 teaching hours) – 25% 
This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at 
the end of the course.  

Research project  

Students research and report on an issue facing an organization or a decision to be made by 
an organization (or several organizations). Maximum  2000 words. (25 marks) 
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    Group 4  Sciences 
 

Biology HL/SL 
 

 
Recommended Background Knowledge: 
Successful completion of IGCSE Biology. with  a preferable A Grade in Grade 10. 
Recommendations from Science teacher required. 
New Students: Placement level of new students will be determined on a case by case 
basis. 
 
Course Description 

     Biology is the study of life. The vast diversity of species makes biology both an endless 
source of fascination and a considerable challenge. Biologists attempt to understand the 
living world at all levels from the micro to the macro using many different approaches 
and techniques.   

 
     Biologists attempt to understand the living world at all levels using many      different 

approaches and techniques. At one end of the scale is the cell, its molecular 
construction and complex metabolic reactions. At the other end of the scale biologists 
investigate the interactions that make whole ecosystems function.  

 
At the school level both theory and experiments should be undertaken by all 
students. They should complement one another naturally, as they do in the wider 
scientific community. The Diploma Programme Biology course allows students to 
develop traditional practical skills and techniques and increase their abilities in the 
use of statistical and analytical skills to approach a problem.. 
 
The Diploma Programme Biology course includes the essential principles of the 
subject but also, through selection of an option, allows teachers some flexibility to 
tailor the course to meet the needs of their students. The course is available at both 
SL and HL, and therefore accommodates students who wish to study Biology as 
their major subject in higher education and those who do not. 
 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 

● Appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through  
stimulating and challenging opportunities  

● Acquire a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science 
and technology  

● Apply and use a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize 
science and technology 

● Develop an ability to analyse, evaluate and synthesize scientific information  
● Develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective 

collaboration and communication during scientific activities 
● Develop experimental and investigative scientific skills including the use of 

current technologies  
● Develop and apply 21st century communication skills in the study of science  
● Become critically aware, as global citizens, of the ethical implications of using 

science and technology  
● Develop an appreciation of the possibilities and limitations of science and 

technology 10.develop an understanding of the relationships between scientific 
disciplines and their influence on other areas of knowledge. 
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Course Outline: 
HL & SL students study the following subject specific core topics:  
 
Cells 
Molecular Biology 
Genetics 
Ecology 
Evolution and Diversity  
Human physiology 
 

    HL Students study the additional subject specific topics: 
Nucleic acids  
Metabolism, Cell respiration and photosynthesis 
Plant Biology 
Genetics and Evolution 
Animal physiology 
 
Options: Both SL & HL choose one options from A – D. 
 
A Neurobiology and behaviour 
B Biotechnology and Bioinformatics 
C Ecology and Conservation 
D Human Physiology 
     
Practical scheme of work 
       
Practical activities 
Individual investigation (internal assessment—IA)  
Group 4 project  

    
What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject 
Guide) 
The main aim of all group 4 courses is to provide students with the opportunities for 
scientific study and creativity within a global context that will stimulate and challenge 
them. Students will be provided with a body of knowledge, methods and techniques that 
characterize science and technology in their chosen subject. Group 4 courses also aim 
to develop the students’ ability to be able to analyze, evaluate and synthesize scientific 
information. 
 
Why may students consider this subject? 
 
By studying biology in the DP students are  opened up to exciting career possibilities, 
particularly in healthcare, medicine and jobs involving plants or animals. The list is pretty 
long and includes: nursing, dentistry, forensic science, psychology. 
     
 Besides many areas of research in biology are extremely challenging and many  
discoveries remain to be made. Biology is still a young science and great progress is 
expected in the 21st century. Therefore it becomes imperative for  the students to add to 
this progress at a time when the growing human population is placing even greater 
pressure on food supplies and on the habitats of other species, and is threatening the 
very planet we occupy.  
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What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard 
Level (SL) in this subject? 
 
The difference between HL and SL in Biology is that of content and thus the teaching 
hours.While 150 hours of teaching is carried out at SL level, The HL course requires 240 
hours of teaching. Subjects at HL are studied in greater depth and breadth than at SL. 
Both SL and HL need to choose one option. SL options will be taught in fifteen hours 
while HL options will be for twenty-five hours. Students need to complete 60 hours of lab 
work for HL Biology and 40 hours for SL Biology. 
   
Assessment Information: 

 
Assessment that goes towards the IB Diploma consists of the Internal 
Assessment, which enables students to pursue their personal interests without 
the time limits and other constraints associated with written examinations , the 
External Assessments, which at both HL and SL include three examination 
papers; a multiple choice paper as paper 1,short answer and extended 
response question as paper 2,short answer questions based on experimental 
skills and extended response question from one of the option as paper 3. 
 

 
HIGHER LEVEL 
Paper 1 
Duration: 1 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 40 
40 multiple-choice questions on core and AHL, about 15 of which are common 
with SL. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 2 hours 15 minutes/ Weighting: 36% Marks: 72 
Short-answer and extended-response questions on the core and AHL material. 
Paper 3 
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes/ Weighting: 24% Marks: 45 
Section A: short answer question based on experimental skills and technique 
,using data linked to the core material. 
Section B: Short answer and extended response questions from one of the 
option. 
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   STANDARD LEVEL 
External Assessment (80%)  

  Paper 1 
Duration: 45 minutes/ Weighting: 20% Marks: 30 
30 multiple-choice questions on core, about 15 of which are common with HL. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes/ Weighting: 40% Marks: 50 
Short-answer and extended-response questions on core material.   
Paper 3 
Duration: 1 hour /Weighting: 20% Marks: 35 
This paper will have questions on core and SL option material. 
Section A:short answer question based on experimental skills and technique 
,using data linked to the core material. 
Section B:Short answer and extended response questions from one of the 
option. 

 

 
Internal Assessment (20%)  
 
Internal assessment is an integral part of the course and is compulsory for both 
SL and HL students. It enables students to demonstrate the application of their 
skills and knowledge, and to pursue their personal interests, without the time 
limitations and other constraints that are associated with written examinations. 
 
Rationale for practical work 
Although the requirements for IA are centered on the investigation, the different 
types of practical activities that a student may engage in serve other purposes, 
including: 
        

• illustrating, teaching and reinforcing theoretical concepts 
• developing an appreciation of the essential hands-on nature of much        

scientific work 
• developing an appreciation of scientists’ use of secondary data from  

databases 
• developing an appreciation of scientists’ use of modelling 
• developing an appreciation of the benefits and limitations of scientific      

methodology. 
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Internal assessment criteria 
        
The assessment model uses five criteria to assess the final report of the 
individual investigation with the following raw marks and weightings assigned: 
 
PERSONAL 
ENGAGEMENT 

EXPLORATION ANALYSIS EVALUATION COMMUNICATION TOTAL 

2(8%) 6(25%) 6(25%) 6(25%) 4(17%) 24(100%) 

      
Levels of performance are described using multiple indicators per level. In 
many cases the indicators occur together in a specific level, but not always. 
Also, not all indicators are always present. This means that a candidate can 
demonstrate performances that fit into different levels. To accommodate this, 
the IB assessment models use markbands and advise examiners and teachers 
to use a best-fit approach in deciding the appropriate mark for a particular 
criterion.    

   Group 4 Project:  
The group 4 project is an interdisciplinary activity in which all Diploma Programme 
science students must participate. Students from different group 4 subjects are 
expected to analyse a common topic or problem. The exercise should be a 
collaborative experience where the emphasis is on the processes involved in, rather 
than the products of, such an activity. 
    
In most cases students in the school would be involved in the investigation of the 
different topic. Where there are large numbers of students, it is possible to divide 
them into several smaller groups containing representatives from each of the science 
subjects. Each group may investigate the same topic or different topics—that is, 
there may be several group 4 projects in the same school.  
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                      Group 4   Sciences 
 

                                                  Chemistry HL/SL 
 

Recommended Background Knowledge: 
  Successful completion of IGCSE Chemistry Preferable A Grade in 

Grade 10 and recommendation from Science teacher. 
New Students: Placement level of new students will be determined on a case 
by case basis 

 

 
Course Description: 
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the 
acquisition of practical and investigational skills. It is often called the central 
science, as chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in 
which we live and all biological systems. Apart from being a subject worthy of 
study in its own right, chemistry is a prerequisite for many other courses in 
higher education, such as medicine, biological science and environmental 
science, and serves as useful preparation for employment.  
At the school level both theory and experiments should be undertaken by all 
students. They should complement one another naturally, as they do in the 
wider scientific community. The Diploma Programme chemistry course allows 
students to develop traditional practical skills and techniques and to increase 
facility in the use of mathematics, which is the language of science. It also 
allows students to develop interpersonal skills, and digital technology skills, 
which are essential in 21st century scientific endeavour and are important life-
enhancing, transferable skills in their own right.  
Group 4 students at standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) undertake a 
common core syllabus, a common internal assessment (IA) scheme and have 
some overlapping elements in the option studied. They are presented with a 
syllabus that encourages the development of certain skills, attributes and 
attitudes, as described in the “Assessment objectives” section of this guide. 
While the skills and activities of group 4 science subjects are common to 
students at both SL and HL, students at HL are required to study some topics 
in greater depth, in the additional higher level (AHL) material and in the 
common options. The distinction between SL and HL is one of breadth and 
depth.  
Course Outline 
HL & SL students study the following subject specific core topics:  
Stoichiometric relationships 
Atomic structure 
Periodicity 
Chemical bonding and structure 
Energetics/thermochemistry 
Chemical kinetics 
Equilibrium 
Acids and bases 
Redox processes 
Organic chemistry 
Measurement and data processing 
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HL students study the additional subject specific topics: 
Atomic structure 
The periodic table—the transition metal 
Chemical bonding and structure 
Energetics/thermochemistry 
Chemical kinetics 
Equilibrium 
Acids and bases 
Redox processes 
Organic chemistry 
Measurement and analysis 
 
Options: Both SL & HL choose one options from A – D. 
A. Materials 
B. Biochemistry 
C. Energy 
D. Medicinal chemistry 
             
     
Practical scheme of work 
       
Practical activities 
Individual investigation (internal assessment—IA)  
Group 4 project    

 
  What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject 

Guide) 
The main aim of all group 4 courses is to provide students with the 
opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will 
stimulate and challenge them. Students will be provided with a body of 
knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 
in their chosen subject. Group 4 courses also aim to develop the students’ 
ability to be able to analyze, evaluate and synthesize scientific information. 

 

 
Why may students consider this subject? 
Students who have an interest in Chemistry, Engineering, Medicine, or who 
wish to pursue any science discipline in general at the post- secondary level. 
There is some Mathematics involved in Chemistry however it is possible for 
students to choose Mathematical Studies and Chemistry. 
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What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard 
Level (SL) in this subject? 
The difference between HL and SL in Chemistry is that of content. Subjects at 
HL are studied in greater depth and breadth than at SL. Both SL and HL need 
to choose one options. SL options will be taught in fifteen hours while HL 
options will be for twenty-five hours. Students 
need to complete 60 hours of lab work for HL Chemistry and 40 hours for SL 
Chemistry. 

 

 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course students will be expected to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of scientific facts and concepts, scientific 
methods and techniques, scientific terminology, methods of presenting 
scientific information. 

•   Apply and use all of the above in different situations. 
• Construct, analyse and evaluate, hypotheses, research questions and 

predictions, scientific methods and techniques, scientific explanations. 
• Demonstrate the personal skills of cooperation, perseverance and 

responsibility appropriate for effective scientific investigation and 
problem solving.. 

 
Assessment Information: 
Assessment that goes towards the IB Diploma consists of the Internal 
Assessment, where student and teacher select the best two Science labs from 
many done over the two year course, and the External Assessments, which at 
both HL and SL include three examination papers; a multiple choice paper and 
two papers both requiring a mixture of short and extended responses. At HL 
there are more extended response questions. 

 

 
HIGHER LEVEL 
External Assessment (80%)  
Paper 1 
Duration: 1 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 40 
40 multiple-choice questions on core and AHL, about 15 of which are common 
with SL. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 2 hour 15 minutes / Weighting: 36% Marks: 95 
Short-answer and extended-response questions on the core and AHL material. 
Paper 3 
Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes /Weighting: 24% Marks: 45 
This paper will have questions on core, AHL and option material. 
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    STANDARD LEVEL 
External Assessment (80%)  

  Paper 1 
Duration: 3/4 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 30 
30 multiple-choice questions on core, about 15 of which are common with HL. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 1 1⁄4 hours Weighting: 40% Marks: 50 
Short-answer and extended-response questions on core material.   
Paper 3 
Duration: 1 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 35 
This paper will have questions on core and SL option material. 
Section A: one data-based question and several short-answer questions on 
experimental work. 
Section B: short-answer and extended-response questions from one option. 
 
Internal Assessment (20%)  
Internal assessment is an integral part of the course and is compulsory for both 
SL and HL students. It enables students to demonstrate the application of their 
skills and knowledge, and to pursue their personal interests, without the time 
limitations and other constraints that are associated with written examinations. 
Rationale for practical work 
      
Although the requirements for IA are centred on the investigation, the different 
types of practical activities that a student may engage in serve other purposes, 
including: 
        

• illustrating, teaching and reinforcing theoretical concepts 
• developing an appreciation of the essential hands-on nature of much        
• scientific work 
• developing an appreciation of scientists’ use of secondary data from  
• databases 
• developing an appreciation of scientists’ use of modelling 
• developing an appreciation of the benefits and limitations of scientific      
• methodology. 
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Internal assessment criteria 
        
The assessment model uses five criteria to assess the final report of the 
individual investigation with the following raw marks and weightings assigned: 
 
PERSONAL 
ENGAGEMENT 

EXPLORATION ANALYSIS EVALUATION COMMUNICATION TOTAL 

2(8%) 6(25%) 6(25%) 6(25%) 4(17%) 24(100%) 

 
        
Levels of performance are described using multiple indicators per level. In 
many cases the indicators occur together in a specific level, but not always. 
Also, not all indicators are always present. This means that a candidate can 
demonstrate performances that fit into different levels. To accommodate this, 
the IB assessment models use markbands and advise examiners and teachers 
to use a best-fit approach in deciding the appropriate mark for a particular 
criterion.     
   

  Group 4 Project:  
The group 4 project is an interdisciplinary activity in which all Diploma 
Programme science students must participate. Students from different group 4 
subjects are expected to analyse a common topic or problem. The exercise 
should be a collaborative experience where the emphasis is on the processes 
involved in, rather than the products of, such an activity. 
      
In most cases students in the school would be involved in the investigation of 
the different topic. Where there are large numbers of students, it is possible to 
divide them into several smaller groups containing representatives from each 
of the science subjects. Each group may investigate the same topic or different 
topics—that is, there may be several group 4 projects in the same school.  
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Group 4  Sciences 
 

Physics HL/SL 
 

 

 
Recommended Background Knowlegde: 
Successful completion of IGCSE Physics Preferable A Grade in Grade 
10 and recommendation from Science teacher. 
New Students: Placement level of new students will be determined on a case 
by case basis 
. 
Course Description: 
Physics is the most fundamental of all the sciences as it seeks to explain the 
universe itself from the very small (quarks) to the very large (galaxies). This 
course also considers the development and application 
of theories and laws ranging from classical to quantum electrodynamics 
(QED) and relativity, the historical development of these concepts and their 
application to personal, social, economic, technological and environmental 
situations.  
 
At the school level both theory and experiments should be undertaken by all 
students. They should complement one another naturally, as they do in the 
wider scientific community. The Diploma Programme physics course allows 
students to develop traditional practical skills and techniques and increase 
their abilities in the use of mathematics, which is the language of physics. It 
also allows students to develop interpersonal and digital communication 
skills which are essential in modern scientific endeavour and are important 
life-enhancing, transferable skills in their own right. 
 
The Diploma Programme physics course includes the essential principles of 
the subject but also, through selection of an option, allows teachers some 
flexibility to tailor the course to meet the needs of their students. The course 
is available at both SL and HL, and therefore accommodates students who 
wish to study physics as their major subject in higher education and those 
who do not. 
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Course Outline 
 
The topics of the course followed by both HL and SL students are: 
 

● Measurements and uncertainties  
●  Mechanics  
● Thermal physics  
●  Waves  
●  Electricity and magnetism  
●  Circular motion and gravitation  

 
● Atomic, nuclear and particle physics 
● Energy production 

 

 
Additional topics to be studied by HL students only (AHL) 

● Wave phenomena  
● Fields 
● Electromagnetic induction 
●  Quantum and nuclear physics 

 
Options to be selected 

● Relativity  
●  Engineering physics  
●  Imaging 
●  Astrophysics 

 
 

What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject 
Guide) 
The main aim of all group 4 courses is to provide students with the 
opportunities for scientific study and creativity within a global context that will 
stimulate and challenge them. Students will be provided with a body of 
knowledge, methods and techniques that characterize science and technology 
in their chosen subject. Group 4 courses also aim to develop the students’ 
ability to be able to analyze, evaluate and synthesize scientific information. 

 

 
Why may students consider this subject? 
Students with a strong background in Mathematics and a keen interest in 
physics and physical phenomena. Students with a technology and engineering 
interest should also consider physics. It would be unusual for a student to 
choose Physics and Mathematical Studies as the Physics course requires 
some knowledge of Mathematical skills that are delivered in the Math SL 
subject. 

 

What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level 
(SL) in this subject? 
In terms of material covered, there are seven topics out of a total of forty that 
are covered only at HL. This leaves 33 core HL/SL topics. There are also 
some brief HL Extension topics built into twenty-four of the forty topics. As a 
result, the main difference is one of content and not of concepts/skills covered. 
SL and HL are quite similar. 
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 Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course students will be able to: 

• Demonstrate an understanding of scientific facts and concepts, 
scientific 

• methods and techniques, scientific terminology, methods of 
presenting scientific information. 

•    Apply and use all of the above in  different situations. 
• Construct, analyse and evaluate, hypotheses, research questions 

and predictions, scientific methods and  techniques, scientific 
explanations. 

• Demonstrate the personal skills of  cooperation, perseverance and 
responsibility appropriate for effective scientific investigation and 
problem solving.. 

 
Assessment Information: 
 
HIGHER LEVEL 
External Assessment (80%)  
Paper 1 
Duration: 1 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 40 
40 multiple-choice questions on core and AHL, about 15 of which are common 
with SL. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 2 hour 15 minutes Weighting: 36% Marks: 95 
Short-answer and extended-response questions on the core and AHL material. 
Paper 3 
Duration: 1hour 15 minutes Weighting: 24% Marks: 45 
This paper will have questions on core, AHL and option material. 

      STANDARD LEVEL 
External Assessment (80%)  

  Paper 1 
Duration: 3/4 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 30 
30 multiple-choice questions on core, about 15 of which are common with HL. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 11⁄4 hours Weighting: 40% Marks: 50 
Short-answer and extended-response questions on core material.   
Paper 3 
Duration: 1 hour Weighting: 20% Marks: 35 
This paper will have questions on core and SL option material. 
Section A: one data-based question and several short-answer questions on 
experimental work. 
Section B: short-answer and extended-response questions from one option. 
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Internal Assessment (20%)  
 
Internal assessment is an integral part of the course and is compulsory for both 
SL and HL students. It enables students to demonstrate the application of their 
skills and knowledge, and to pursue their personal interests, without the time 
limitations and other constraints that are associated with written examinations.  
Internal assessment criteria 
       
The assessment model uses five criteria to assess the final report of the 
individual investigation with the following raw marks and weightings assigned: 
 
PERSONAL 
ENGAGEMENT 

EXPLORATI
ON 

ANALYSIS EVALUATION COMMUNICATION TOTAL 

2(8%) 6(25%) 6(25%) 6(25%) 4(17%) 24(100%) 

   
Levels of performance are described using multiple indicators per level. In 
many cases the indicators occur together in a specific level, but not always. 
Also, not all indicators are always present. This means that a candidate can 
demonstrate performances that fit into different levels. To accommodate this, 
the IB assessment models use markbands and advise examiners and teachers 
to use a best-fit approach in deciding the appropriate mark for a particular 
criterion.  
 
Rationale for practical work 
      
Although the requirements for IA are centred on the investigation, the different 
types of practical activities that a student may engage in serve other purposes, 
including: 

o  
• Illustrating, teaching and reinforcing theoretical concepts 
• Developing an appreciation of the essential hands-on nature of much        

scientific work 
• Developing an appreciation of scientists’ use of secondary data from  

databases 
• Developing an appreciation of scientists’ use of modelling 
• Developing an appreciation of the benefits and limitations of scientific      

methodology. 
 
Time allocation for practical work: 
Students at SL are required to spend 40 hours, and students at HL 60 hours, on 
practical activities (excluding time spent writing up work). These times include 10 
hours for the group 4 project and 10 hours for the internal assessment 
investigation. (Only 2–3 hours of investigative work can be carried out after the 
deadline for submitting work to the moderator and still be counted in the total 
number of hours for the practical scheme of work.) 
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   Group 4 Project:  

The group 4 project is an interdisciplinary activity in which all Diploma 
Programme science students must participate. The intention is that students 
from the different group 4 subjects analyse a common topic or problem. The 
exercise should be a collaborative experience where the emphasis is on the 
processes involved in, rather than the products of, such an activity. 
      
In most cases students in the school would be involved in the investigation of 
the same topic. Where there are large numbers of students, it is possible to 
divide them into several smaller groups containing representatives from each 
of the science subjects. Each group may investigate the same topic or different 
topics—that is, there may be several group 4 projects in the same school.  
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 Group 4     Sciences 

 
                                Environmental systems and societies SL 
 
 
Recommended Background knowledge:  
Students will be able to study this course successfully with no specific previous 
knowledge of science or geography. However, as the course aims to foster an 
international perspective, awareness of local and global environmental concerns and an 
understanding of the scientific methods, a course that shares these aims would be good 
preparation. 
 
Course Description:  
The purpose ESS course is to enable students to promote holistic thinking about 
environmental issues. It is recognized that to understand the environmental issues of the 
21st century and suggest suitable management solutions, both the human and 
environmental aspects must be understood. Students will  be encouraged to develop 
solutions from a personal to a community and to a global scale. 
 
Through the exploration of cause and effect, the course investigates how values interact 
with choices and actions, resulting in a range of environmental impacts 
 
 Students will develop an understanding that the connections between environmental 
systems and societies are diverse, varied and dynamic.  
 
The complexity of these interactions challenges those working towards understanding 
the actions required for effective guardianship of the planet and sustainable and 
equitable use of shared resources 
 
Main Course  Objectives: (Adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course of  environmental systems and societies (ES&S) students 
will be able  to have with a coherent perspective of the interrelationships between 
environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to adopt an informed 
personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will 
inevitably come to face.  
 
Course Outline: 
1: Foundations of environmental systems and societies 
2: Ecosystems and ecology 
3: Biodiversity and conservation 
4: Water and aquatic food production systems and societies 
5: Soil systems and terrestrial food production systems and societies 
6: Atmospheric systems and societies 
 7: Climate change and energy production 
 8: Human systems and resource use 
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What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
The aims of the ESS course are to enable students to: 
1. acquire the knowledge and understandings of environmental systems at a variety of 
scales 
2. apply the knowledge, methodologies and skills to analyse environmental systems and 
issues at a variety of scales 
3. appreciate the dynamic interconnectedness between environmental systems and 
societies 
4. value the combination of personal, local and global perspectives in making informed 
decisions and taking responsible actions on environmental issues 
5. be critically aware that resources are finite, and that these could be inequitably 
distributed and exploited, and that management of these inequities is the key to 
sustainability 
6. develop awareness of the diversity of environmental value systems 
7. develop critical awareness that environmental problems are caused and solved by 
decisions made by individuals and societies that are based on different areas of 
knowledge 
8. engage with the controversies that surround a variety of environmental issues 
9. create innovative solutions to environmental issues by engaging actively in local and 
global contexts. 

 
Why may students consider this subject? 
ES&S is one of two interdisciplinary courses offered in the Diploma Programme, 
Literature and Performance is the other interdisciplinary course. Because it is an 
interdisciplinary course, students can study this course and have it count as either an 
individuals and societies or a science course, or both. This gives students the 
opportunity to study (an) additional subject(s) from any group. 
 
What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level (SL) in this 
subject? 
ESS is offered only at SL. 

 
Assessment Information: 
External Assessment 
Paper 1 
Duration: 1 hour 
Weighting: 25% 
Marks: 35 
• Students will be provided with a range of data in a variety of forms relating to a specific, 
previously unseen case study. 
• Questions will be based on the analysis and evaluation of the data in the case study. 
• All of the questions are compulsory. 
• The questions test assessment objectives 1, 2 and 3. 
Paper 2 
Duration: 2 hours 
Weighting 50% 
Marks: 65 
• Paper 2 consists of two sections, A and B. 
• Section A (25 marks) is made up of short-answer and data-based questions. 
• Section B (40 marks) requires students to answer two structured essay questions  
   from a choice of four. Each question is worth 20 marks. 
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Internal assessment details 
Duration: 10 hours 
Weighting: 25% 
Individual investigation: The purpose of the internal assessment investigation is to focus 
on a particular aspect of an ESS issue and to apply the results to a broader 
environmental and/or societal context. The investigation is recorded as a written report. 
The report should be 1,500 to 2,250 words long. Students should be made aware that 
external moderators will not read beyond 2,250 words and teachers should only mark up 
to this limit. 
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  Group 5 Mathematics  
 

                                                Mathematics SL  
 

Recommended Background Knowledge 
 
For students to enter IB Mathematics SL, they should have achieved a minimum final 
Grade of C in Math 10 Placement in a class is also based on teachers’ 
recommendations.  Any changes in the students’ placements should be discussed 
and confirmed with the students, teachers,  

 
Course Description 
Mathematics SL caters for students with a basic knowledge of mathematics who 
would be expected to have a sound mathematical background for future studies in 
subjects such as chemistry, economics, psychology and business administration. 
 
This subject focuses on introducing mathematical concepts through the development 
of mathematical techniques. The intention is to introduce students to these concepts 
in a comprehensible and coherent way without the rigor required in the HL course. 
Students should apply these techniques, wherever possible, to solve realistic 
problems in an appropriate context. The internal exploration assessment offers 
students an opportunity to develop independence in their learning through engaging 
in Mathematical Exploration. Opportunity exists for students to explore different 
approaches to solving problems.  

 
Course Outline 

•   Algebra 
•  Functions and equations 
•  Circular Functions and Trigonometry 
•   Vectors 
•  Statistics and probability 
•   Calculus 
 

What are the main aims of this subject? (Adapted from IB Subject 
Guide) 
Mathematics enters our lives in so many different ways and it is this prevalence that 
provides the rationale for making it a compulsory subject in the Diploma 
Programme. The SL course focuses on introducing important mathematical 
concepts through the development of mathematical techniques. 
The intention is to introduce students to these concepts in a comprehensible and 
coherent way, rather than insisting on mathematical 
rigor. Students should wherever possible apply the mathematical 
knowledge they have acquired to solve realistic problems set in an 
appropriate context.  

 
Why may students consider this subject? 
This course caters for students who already possess knowledge of basic 
mathematical concepts, and who are equipped with the skills needed to apply 
mathematical techniques correctly. The majority of these students will expect to need 
a sound mathematical background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such 
as Chemistry, Economics, Psychology and Business Administration. Students who 
choose this subject should like studying some aspects of Mathematics.  
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What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level 
(SL) in this subject? 
Unlike the other subjects, Mathematics courses are all taught in separate classes. 
This is because although the core topics in Mathematics SL are similar to those at 
HL, SL does not have the depth and rigor found in Mathematics HL. 
 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course students will be expected to: 

• -read, interpret and solve a given problem using appropriate 
mathematical terms 

• -organize and present information and data in tabular, graphical and/or 
diagrammatic forms 

• -know and use appropriate notation and terminology -formulate a 
mathematical argument and 

• communicate it clearly -select and use appropriate mathematical strategies 
and techniques 

• -demonstrate an understanding of both the significance and the 
reasonableness of results 

• -recognize patterns and structures in a variety of situations, and make 
generalizations 

• -recognize and demonstrate an understanding of the practical 
applications of mathematics 

 
 

Assessment Information: Assessment that goes towards the IB Diploma consists of 
the internal assessment , Mathematical Exploration and the External Assessments, 
which at the Standard Level include two examination papers; short-answer questions 
without a calculator and short and extended responses with a calculator.  

 
Internal Assessment (20%) 
 
A Mathematical exploration  based on different areas of the syllabus.  This task is 
internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IBO .   

 
External Assessment (80%). 
 
A 3-hour written paper completed towards the end of Year 12. 
Paper 1  40% 
 
• Compulsory short answer questions   
• Compulsory extended response questions   
 
Paper 2  40% 
 
• Compulsory short response questions   
• Compulsory extended-response questions   
• Graphic display calculator (GDC) require 
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Group 5 Mathematics   
 

Mathematics HL  
 

Recommended Background Knowledge:. 
The Higher level Mathematics course caters for students with a good background in 
mathematics who are competent in the skills they have encountered so far. The 
majority of HL students will be expecting to include mathematics as a major 
component of their university studies, either as a subject in its own right, or within 
courses such as physics, engineering and technology. Others may choose this 
course simply because they have a strong interest in mathematics. The course is a 
very demanding one, requiring students to study a broad range of mathematical 
topics in depth.  

 
Course Description 
Mathematics HL caters for students with a strong mathematical background who 
intend to continue with their study of mathematics at University or have a strong 
interest in mathematics and enjoy meeting and engaging in its challenges. 
This subject focuses on developing mathematical concepts where students are 
encouraged to select and apply appropriate mathematical techniques to solve a 
variety of problems in meaningful contexts. 
Development in each topic should feature justification and proof of results. 
Insight and the appreciation of links between concepts are key skills that a 
Mathematics HL student should possess and develop. 
Independent learning is encouraged through the internal exploration assessment by 
engaging in mathematical exploration. A number of different approaches to solving 
problems, with varying degrees of depth is a feature of this course. 
Students are expected to have access to a graphic display calculator 
(GDC) at all times during the course. 

 
 
 

Course Outline 
CORE 
1. Algebra 
2. Functions and Equations 
3. Circular Functions and Trigonometry 
4. Vectors 
5. Statistics and Probability 
6. Calculus 
 
OPTION 
1. Statistics and Probability 
2. Sets, Relations and Groups 
3. Calculus 
4. Discrete Mathematics  
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What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject 
Guide) 
Mathematics enters our lives in so many different ways and it is this prevalence that 
provides the rationale for making it a compulsory subject in the Diploma 
Programme. The main aims of the HL course are both quantitative and qualitative. 
This course is a demanding one, which 
requires students to study a broad range of mathematical topics through a number of 
different approaches and to a high degree of depth in places. The qualitative aspect 
relates to students being able to apply this range and depth of knowledge to new, 
different and meaningful contexts.  

 
Why may students consider this subject? 
The course caters for students with a good background in Mathematics who are 
competent in a range of analytical and technical skills and have consistent work 
habits. The majority of these students will be expecting to include Mathematics as a 
major component of their university studies, either as subject in its own right or within 
other courses. Students opting for HL should enjoy learning about Mathematics and 
thus be willing to dedicate significant time to their learning. The course offers a much 
deeper insight into the topics than at SL.  

 
What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level 
(SL) in this subject? 
Please use the above information with regards to this question. Also, all areas listed 
below (see Main Topics) are covered in more depth. There is an additional advanced 
level option to be covered (see the list of Options below). There are three papers 
instead of two. The last paper covers the Option.  

 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course students will be expected to: 

• To read, interpret and solve a given problem using appropriate 
mathematical notation and terminology. 

• To  organize  and  present  information   and  data  in  tabular, graphical 
and or/diagrammatic forms 

• To  formulate  a  mathematical  argument  and  communicate  it clearly by 
using inductive and/or deductive reasoning as well as “Reduction ad 
absurdum”. 

• To recognize patterns and structures in a variety of situations, formulate 
conjectures  and demonstrate  the appropriate  use of mathematical 
modeling.  
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Assessment Information: 
Assessment that goes towards the IB Diploma consists of the Internal 
Assessment, mathematical exploration, and the 
External Assessments, which at the Higher Level include three examination 
papers; short-answer questions without a calculator; short 
and extended responses with a calculator and an extended response 
paper on the HL Option chosen.  

 
Internal Assessment (20%) 
 
A Mathematical exploration based on different areas of the syllabus.  This task is 
internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IBO .  
 
External Assessment (80%) 
A 5-hour written paper completed towards the end of Year 12. 
Paper 1  30% 
• Compulsory short answer questions on core topics 
• Compulsory extended response questions on core topics 
Paper 2  30% 
• Compulsory short response questions based on core topics 
• Compulsory extended-response questions based on core topics 
• Graphic display calculator (GDC) require 

    Paper 3    20% 
• Extended response questions based mainly on Option topics 
• Graphic display calculator (GDC) required 
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Group 6  Arts  
 

                                                      Visual Arts HL/SL 
 
 
Recommended Background Knowlegde (IB Guide) 

The visual arts course at both SL and HL requires no previous experience. The course is 
designed to enable students to experience visual arts on a personal level and 
achievement in this subject is reflected in how students demonstrate the knowledge they 
have gained as well as the skills and attitudes they have developed that are necessary 
for studying visual arts. Students’ individual abilities to be creative and imaginative and 
to communicate in artistic form will be developed and extended through the theoretical 
and practical content of the visual arts course. 
 
Course Description (IB Guide) 
The visual arts are an integral part of everyday life, permeating all levels of human 
creativity, expression, communication and understanding. They range from traditional 
forms embedded in local and wider communities, societies and cultures, to the varied 
and divergent practices associated with new, emerging and contemporary forms of 
visual language.  
 
Course Outline 
Students are required to investigate the core syllabus areas through exploration of the 
following practices:  

• theoretical practice  
• art-making practice  
• curatorial practice.  

 
 

What are the main aims of this subject? (adapted from IB Subject 
Guide) 

 
• make artwork that is influenced by personal and cultural contexts  

• become informed and critical observers and makers of visual culture and media  

• develop skills, techniques and processes in order to communicate concepts and 
ideas.  
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Why may students consider this subject? 
Students interested in studying visual arts in higher education, visual literacy, and 
how the creative arts impact history and the human condition will find this course 
useful. Students having an interest in open-ended experiments with traditional, digital, 
and unconventional materials applied to personal themes and topics will find the 
course stimulating. No 
previous art background is necessary, however,  serious time management and 
perseverance is essential. There is a lot of self-guided research, planning and 
production.  

 
What is the difference between Higher Level (HL) and Standard Level 
(SL) in this subject? 
The visual arts syllabus demonstrates a clear distinction between the course at SL and 
at HL, with additional assessment requirements at HL that allow for breadth and greater 
depth in the teaching and learning. The assessment tasks require HL students to reflect 
on how their own work has been influenced by exposure to other artists and for them to 
experiment in greater depth with additional art-making media, techniques and forms. 
HL students are encouraged to produce a larger body of resolved works and to 
demonstrate a deeper consideration of how their resolved works communicate with a 
potential viewer.  
 
Main Course Objectives: (adapted from IB Subject Guide) 
Having completed the course students will be expected to: 

•  Critically analyze historic to contemporary art forms for their function 
•  and meaning using subject specialist vocabulary. 
• Practice independent creative strategies and make connections between 

them and the work of others. 
• Explore ideas and techniques of studio processes contextually, and from 

Observation 
• Maintain a relationship between investigative research and studio work 
•  Create personally relevant work 
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  Assessment Information: 
 

Type of assessment  Format of assessment  Weighting of final grade 
(%) 

External Assessment   60 
Comparative study • 10–15 screens which 

examine and compare 
at least 3 artworks, at 
least 2 of which need to 
be by different artists • 
3–5 screens which 
analyse the extent to 
which the student’s 
work and practices 
have been influenced 
by the art and artists 
examined • A list of 
sources used 

20 

Process portfolio  • 13–25 screens which 
evidence sustained 
experimentation, 
exploration, 
manipulation and 
refinement of a variety 
of art making activities 

40 

Internal Assessment   40 
Exhibition  A curatorial rationale 

that does not exceed 
700 words • 8–11 
artworks • Exhibition 
text (stating the title, 
medium, size and 
intention) for each 
artwork 

40 

 
 

    
                    
  No external  exams are conducted in this group 
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The Core - THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE  
 

Course Description 
The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) requirement is central to the educational philosophy 
of the Diploma Programme. It offers students and their teachers the opportunity to 
reflect critically on diverse ways of knowing and on areas of knowledge, and to 
consider the role and nature of knowledge in their own culture, in the cultures of 
others and in the wider world. It prompts students’ awareness of themselves as 
thinkers, encouraging them to become more acquainted with the complexity of 
knowledge and to recognize the need to act responsibly in an increasingly 
interconnected but uncertain world. 
As a thoughtful and purposeful inquiry into different ways of knowing, and into 
different kinds of knowledge, TOK is composed almost entirely of questions. The 
most central of these questions is “How do we know?” The critical reflection 
encouraged in students is a foundation for developing international awareness. 
All Diploma Programme subjects aim to encourage in all students an 
appreciation and understanding of cultures and attitudes other than their own, but in 
this particular respect, TOK has a special role to play. It is a stated aim of TOK that 
students should become aware of the interpretative nature of knowledge, including 
personal and ideological biases, regardless of whether, ultimately, these biases are 
retained, revised or rejected.  

 
Course Outline 
Theory of Knowledge involves about 100 hours of contact time and is organized 
in four broad categories: 
1. Knowledge Issues - Knowers and Knowing; 
2. Ways of Knowing; 
3. Areas of Knowledge; 
4. Linking Questions. 
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Assessment: 
In the second year (Grade 12) of the course students are officially assessed 
for their IB Diploma, based solely on two pieces of work: 
1)      The ToK Essay on a prescribed title – 10 Marks  (1200-1600 
words). This is on a title chosen from a list of 6 titles prescribed by the 
IBO for each examination session.  
It is supervised by a teacher in the school, and then graded externally by an IB 
examiner. A planning and progress form is filled in by the students with comments 
by the teacher which records atleast 3 interactions with the teacher/supervisor. 
2)  The ToK Group Presentation -Internally assessed (10 Marks) (approx. 10 
minutes per student). This is supervised and assessed by a teacher in the school. . 
It is accompanied by a written presentation planning document and presentation 
marking form. 
The final grade is then sent to the IB.  

 
The final ToK grade and the final Extended Essay grade are entered into the 
Diploma Points Matrix (see below) to award a possible maximum of 3 extra points to 
be added to a student's Diploma score.  
 
Candidates not submitting satisfactory work in either area will fail the Diploma 
.
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The Core - THE EXTENDED ESSAY 
 
 
 

Course Description: 
A required component of the full Diploma Programme, the Extended 
Essay is an independent, self-directed piece of research, culminating in a 
4,000-word paper. It is given much importance by students, teachers and 
universities, because it provides practical preparation for the kinds of undergraduate 
research required at tertiary level. From the choice of a suitable research question, to 
the final completion of the extended essay, students must produce their piece within 
the constraints of time, essay length and available resources. This component 
provides an opportunity to engage in an in-depth study of a topic of interest within a 
chosen subject. 
Emphasis is placed on the research process, on the appropriate 
formulation of a research question, on personal engagement in the 
exploration of the topic, and on communication of ideas and development 
of argument. It develops the capacity to analyse, synthesize and 
evaluate knowledge, with a personal choice of topic from within any subject area. 
Students are supported and encouraged throughout the research and writing 
with advice and guidance from a supervisor.  

 
Course Outline 
The Extended Essay, which introduces the student to personal research, is based on 
a topic of student‘s choice, chosen from one of the six groups of subjects. Each 
student discusses an appropriate subject and topic with a teacher supervisor, who 
advises and guides the student during the researching and writing of the essay. This 
is an excellent preparation for similar tasks given to students once they enter 
university. 
Extended essays should be completed by the beginning of the second 
term of Grade 12 and are externally assessed.
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Assessment 
 
The Essay - Written Research Paper External—IBO examiner 100% 

 
Attend three mandatory reflection sessions with your supervisor, the last of which is 
the viva   voce. 
Record your reflections on the Reflections on planning and progress form for      
submission as part  of the assessment of criterion E (engagement).  
The Extended Essay has an upper word limit of 4000 words. 
The Extended Essay is externally assessed by an examiner appointed by 
IBCA and can earn, together with the Theory of Knowledge result, up to 
three bonus points. 
 
According to the quality of work, the student‘s performance in Theory of Knowledge 
and the Extended Essay falls into one of the following five bands; 
A Work of an excellent standard 
B Work of a good standard 
C Work of a satisfactory standard 
D Work of a mediocre standard 
E Now a failing condition as from May, 2010 
NOTE: The award of N, that is, failure to submit an extended essay excludes a 
student from the award of the Diploma.  Performance of an elementary 
standard for both the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge is a failing 
condition for award of the Diploma. 
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Points Matrix for the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge 
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The Core- CREATIVITY, ACTION & SERVICE 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
The emphasis of CAS is on experiential learning and students are expected to be 
actively involved in activities for at least three semesters. Creativity is activity outside 
the normal curriculum which includes creative thinking; this includes doing dance, 
theatre, music, singing and the arts. Students are engaged in group activities and new 
roles. An individual commitment to learning an art form is allowed. Goals are set and 
there is reflection. 
Activity is an activity outside the normal curriculum which requires physical exertion 
(‗pulses up‘), this includes doing individual and team sports, participation in expeditions 
and physical activity involved in carrying out creative and service projects. Students are 
engaged in group activities and new roles. Goals are set and there is reflection. 
Service is activity involving interaction with individuals and groups in the community who 
require support. Students are engaged in doing things for and with others and 
developing a real commitment with them. There is a relationship that shows respect. 
Goals are set and there is reflection. 
 
 
Course Outline: 
To successfully complete CAS students are expected to identify suitable activities and 
activity supervisors, write proposals outlining what they will do, list goals describing what 
they hope to achieve, make a commitment to regular active involvement, keep a diary 
documenting this involvement and reflect on their learning. The student‘s CAS Journal is 
intended as a record for the student, to assist them in monitoring their activity 
involvement and needs to be recorded in manegbac. 
The CAS Coordinator monitors the CAS Journal(manegbac) ensuring students maintain 
a balanced program. Journals provide an important reference record for the writing of 
testimonials and university  references, and form 
the basis of the final evaluation. The IBO may request to inspect CAS 
documentation at the end of the program. 
The CAS programme is a core requirement for the IB Diploma requirement for all D1 and 
D2 students. Both the IB Organisation and AIS feel strongly that through this programme 
students can learn more about themselves and their own potential and about their 
relationship and responsibility to the society around them.
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The CAS programme offers the opportunity for students to put themselves in new 
situations. If a student chooses to teach English or craft to primary school children, or to 
work in a community-building group, or to grasp the principles of chess, they will learn 
more than that activity alone. They 
learn from their reactions to it, to people and needs they have not met before and 
students often create their own initiatives and ideas in response to a project. 
All D1 and D2 students are expected to follow a balanced programme 
including at least one activity involving service to the community outside the school, one 
creative activity as well as one hour of sport every week. Some activities are considered 
as essentially creative, others (e.g. working with street children) are seen as a service. 
Most activities require activity and many combine all three CAS elements (e.g. designing 
and teaching a swimming programme for 5 year olds). 
 
 
Students must keep regular records of activities undertaken, and write a short evaluation 
at the end of each project that highlights their progress towards meeting the eight CAS 
learning outcomes. As a result of their CAS experience as a whole, there should be 
evidence that students have: 
1. Increased their awareness of their own strengths and areas for growth; 
2. Undertaken new challenges; 
3. Planned and initiated activities; 
4. Worked collaboratively with others; 
5. Shown perseverance and commitment 
6. In their activities engaged with issues of global importance; 
7. Considered the ethical implications of their actions; 
8. Developed new skills. 
 
 
 
Assessment 
Achievement against CAS Learning Outcomes 
Internal—CAS/DP Coordinator 100% 
CAS Expectations are for a student to complete the following: 
 

• Statement of goals for the CAS program and a self-review of the strengths and 
weaknesses 

• 3-4 hours of CAS per week  
• Time spent in each area weekly: creativity, activity and service 
• 18 months beginning in September and running through the summer 
• All learning outcomes 
• Reflection journal weekly 
• Final self-evaluation and critical reflection on the entire CAS 
• experience
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Assessment and the Grading System  
 
 
 

Examinations Internal 
There will be three internal (school) assessment  for IB DP students: 
1. First semester examinations, October  of Year 11 
2. End of year examinations, March of Year 11 
3. Third semester examinations, October of Year 12 
4. Mock examinations, February of Year 12  
5. Formative assessments throughout the year  

 
These are intended to give you some familiarity with the experience of taking 
several demanding exams in a short period of time. They will help you recognise 
your strengths and weaknesses before you attempt the real exams.  

 
Examinations External  

 
The final examinations typically contribute about 70 percent to your diploma score. 
They are held during an intense three‐week period in May of Year 12.  

 
The Award of the IB Diploma  

 
To be a successful IB Diploma student, it is necessary to be punctual both to classes 
and to school, to have an excellent attendance record, and to complete work on time 
and to an appropriate standard. In all courses, students  must  complete  mandatory  
coursework  assignments;  typically this coursework amounts to 25% of the final grade 
for each course, although in some cases it may be higher or lower. The key to doing 
this work to an acceptable standard is organization, and the importance of keeping to 
internal deadlines cannot be stressed enough. 
There is a maximum of 7 points available for each of the six required elective  
courses;  in  addition,  there  are  3  points  available  for  the combination of 
TOK and the Extended Essay. This makes a maximum total of 45 points. A 
minimum of three courses must be a Higher Level. 
 
In general, in order to receive the lB Diploma a student will have to score at least a 
4 in each subject, or 24 points or more in total. The full criteria for passing the IB 
DP are set out below and students need to be aware that a score of 24 points will 
not always guarantee a pass.
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IB DP assessment is based primarily on the external examinations taken in all 
subjects in May of Year 12. However, all courses include at least 20% internal 
assessment. This might include oral examinations, coursework, laboratory practical 
work, field work or the writing of a 
project, and will vary from subject to subject. See course details.  

 
After the final examinations each subject is graded on a scale of 1 to 7.  

 
7    Excellent 
6     Very Good 
5     Good 
4     Satisfactory 
3     Mediocre 
2     Poor 
1     Very Poor 

 
 

In order to earn the diploma you must meet defined standards and conditions 
including a minimum total of 24 points and the satisfactory completion of Theory 
of Knowledge, (TOK); the Extended Essay; and CAS activities. 
The minimum score of 24 is based on the idea that a grade 4 represents a passing 
level in each of the six subjects. Excellent performance in the six subject areas 
results in a grade 7 for each, or a total of 42 points. 
Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay combine to contribute a 
possible 3 additional points to the overall score, giving a maximum diploma score 
of 45 points. These are graded on a scale of A – E. The allocation of these bonus 
points is best understood from the following matrix.
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Grading Scheme  
The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 
24, 25, 26 or 27 points, provided all the following requirements have been met. 
The final award committee has not judged the candidate to be guilty of 
malpractice 
Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB 
Diploma. 

•  All CAS requirements have been met. 
•  Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both Theory of 

Knowledge and an Extended Essay, with a grade of at least D in one of 
them. 

•  There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
•  There is no grade 2 at higher level. 
•  There is no more than one grade 2 at standard level. 
•  Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 
•  At least 12 points have been gained on higher level subjects (candidates who 

register for four higher level subjects must gain at least 16 points at higher 
level). 

•  At least 9 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates 
who register for two standard level subjects must gain at least 6 points at 
standard level). 

•  The final award committee has not judged the candidate to be guilty of 
malpractice. 

The IB Diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 
28 points or above, provided all the following requirements have been met. 

Numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the IB 
Diploma. 
• All CAS requirements have been met. 
• Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both Theory of 

Knowledge and an Extended Essay, with a grade of at least D in one of 
them. 

• There is no grade 1 in any subject. 
• There is no more than one grade 2 at higher level. 
• There are no more than two grades 2 at standard level. 
• Overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below. 
• At least 11 points have been gained on higher level subjects (candidates who 

register for four higher level subjects must gain at least 14 points at higher 
level). 

• At least 8 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates 
who register for two standard level subjects must gain at least 5 points at 
standard level).
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Academic Honesty Policy 
 
 
 

AIS is committed to academic honesty and will ensure that all students in the IB 
Diploma Programme are aware of what this entails. While we trust that all students 
enrolled in the school will submit work of their own that is appropriately referenced, 
we feel that it is necessary to give guidelines as to what this means and what the 
consequences will be if any work does not meet this standard. 
 
This is just a jist of the academic honesty policy. For more detailed reading please 
refer to the school website www.aischool.net 

 
Academic Dishonesty and Malpractice 
Although the following list is not exhaustive, academic dishonesty can, in general, 
take several forms: 

 
•  plagiarism:  taking  work,  words,  ideas,  pictures,  information  or anything 

that has been produced by someone else and submitting it for  assessment  as  
one's  own.copying:  taking  work  of  another student, with or without his or her 
knowledge and submitting it as one's own. 

•  exam cheating: communicating with another candidate in an exam, bringing 
unauthorized  material into an exam room, or consulting such material 
during an exam in order to gain an unfair advantage. 

•  duplication: submitting work that is substantially the same for assessment in 
different courses without the consent of all teachers involved. 

•  falsifying  data:  creating  or  altering  data  which  have  not  been collected in 
an appropriate way. collusion: helping another student to be academically 
dishonest. 

 
Prevention of Academic Dishonesty 
AIS, in line with IB recommendations and practice, may submit random or selected 
pieces of work to external bodies for verification and evaluation of sources. 
Students should be able to submit electronic copies of any work to either the 
teacher or the relevant curriculum coordinator for such verification at any time. It is 
recommended that students keep all rough notes and drafts that they produce in 
preparing work for submission to teachers or examiners in order to be able to defend 
themselves against charges of malpractice. 

 
Procedure for Investigating Suspected Cases of Academic Dishonesty 
If a teacher, or another member of staff, suspects that a student may have 
breached the school's standards of academic honesty, he or she will inform the 
IB DP Coordinator. The latter will investigate the matter, and will inform the 
student of the concerns of the teacher, giving the student the chance to reply to 
the accusations. If it can be shown that inappropriate work has been submitted, the 
IB DP Coordinator will make a recommendation to the Secondary School Principal 
as to whether or not the case is one of academic dishonesty, or of an academic 
infringement.   Again  in  line  with  the  IB's  policy  and  practice,  the 
determining  difference  between  these  two  possibilities  will  be  one  of intent. The 
Principal will decide the outcome of the case. 
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The Consequences of Academic Dishonesty 
Any student who has found to be academically dishonest in any of the above ways, or 
otherwise, will have a record of this put into his or her student file, and this will be 
communicated to the student's parents. If the work has been submitted as an official 
piece of IB coursework, it will not be accepted; if there is time for him or her to do so, 
the student will be allowed to resubmit another piece of work in its place. If there is 
not time for the student to produce new work, he or she will normally not receive a 
grade for that course and will therefore not receive an IB Diploma. A second  violation  
will  result  in  the  student  being  removed  from  that particular IB DP course, and 
his or her being disallowed from being able to take an IB certificate in that subject. In 
addition the student will not receive credit towards the high school Diploma for the 
course. If a student submits work to the IB which is later recognized as having been 
produced dishonestly, the IB will not award a Diploma to that student. 

 
Students should recognize that they are ultimately responsible for their own work 
and that the consequences of any breaches of the standard of academic honesty will 
be theirs alone. They should speak to teachers regularly about their work and show 
drafts of it at various stages in the production process. They should ask teachers 
for advice if they are at any  time  unsure  of  what  they  have  done  in  relation  to  
referencing sources. 

 
Turnitin.com 
After some unfortunate incidents where students have not been awarded their 
Diploma due to an innocent oversight, AIS currently uses "turnitin.com" as a useful 
tool for electronically collecting work that will be submitted to Diploma Examiners. All 
Extended Essays and ToK Essays will be submitted this way, and subject teachers 
will tell students if they want any particular piece of work to be submitted through 
"turnitin." We encourage  students  to  use  the  draft  submission  facility  prior  to  the 
deadline. This will identify all their quotations, with their sources. 
 
Promotion from Grade 11 to Grade 12 
To be promoted from grade 11 to grade 12, at the end of the first year of the IB 
Programme a student must be meeting the a t t e n d a n c e  requirements of the 
AIS in each course.  
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